no                LETTERS FROM SAMOA
and done in its passing. I do wish, constantly, that we were not so far from the ol%d home, but yet I may truly say, ' the lines have fallen unto me in pleasant places/ . . . But I must finish off my letter, as they are to go down to Apia tomorrow, though the steamer does not actually start for, I think, three days yet. Already, however, the weather has to be taken into account. Last Sunday I started for Apia in the afternoon and got there dry, but unluckily the rain came on very heavily some time before
the hour of service.     Mr. H------from Savaii,
who is doing duty just now, went to church to see ' if there was any congregation/ and came back presently to tell us that one man had put in an appearance, but said that it was too wet to stay ! It does not appear, from this, as if there would be much church-going during the rainy season, does it? I enjoyed my visit, however, and returned on Monday all the better for the outing. Here we are busier than ever with cacao-planting, as a lot of seeds arrived unexpectedly on Friday, with a promise of more to follow next day. All hands were at once set to work : cooks from the kitchen, laundresses from their washhouse, even Louis from his writing! till Mary and I were the only two unemployed. It was a very busy scene, some making baskets, some carrying in boxes of earth, some filling the baskets and planting the seeds; and on account of the. rain it had all to be done under cover of